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' THE: GOVERNMENT AND DISCIPLINE, &e. _ 
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e Lutheran Church in Ma 
retofore been governed by laws: 
consuetudinary and unwritten, derived _ 
-4y eripture x, the practice of their ancestors ; 30me I 
Fliversi hes gradually and naturally arisen in the prac- * 
Fiice of different blions of the chureh. And experience Þ 
Fhaving demonstrated that a discrepance of views andieeh 7 
ings among members of the same Chureh, on the gubject © 
Yof ecclesiastical Government and Discipline, exerts & pre- 
© | judicial influence ;' and believing that the adoptic 107 a 
Þspecifie © form”? 'of Government and Diseipline would 7 
tend to correct the views and harmonize the feelings pre- * 
apt on this subject, as well as subserye the real interest * 
Fof-the R <P vn ads »dom :- Therefore, the Synod of 1 he-= 
E | Erangelic Lutheran Church, in Maryland and Vi! ji 
Jbave, after mature deliberation, digested the following 


I* form,” and adopted it for the use of their seve 4 
L Srehes. 4 


CHAPTER T. 

PRELIMINARY PRINCIPLES, "0 
Section I. We believe that from an examination « 
works of nature and the course of events, ve may P. 
evidence of the existence of God and the prague truths I 
Jof natural religion.? AN I 
See. IT. But that the evidence of ni ay re 1g10N is ; 
J»ot 8uch as to afford us a satisfactory knowleds Ol of ther -NA=-. 
Jture of God and our relation to him; nor its influence nm 

. Pcient to urge us to duty ;* and that therefore a farther e: 
revelation from God is desira le.” "» 


(4a) 


Sec . NIL. "We believe that such a revelati A, 20d . 
- given, , at sundry times and in divers manners, ut to 
| fathers and in later days by his Divine Son Jes 
. and his inspired servants,” RN that this reve Is COn« 
tained in the books known in protestant _— 
the Old and New 'Testament: that every individual is 


S 'e Ska that liberty of eonscience , an 
ree exercise of private judgment in matters of religion, 
are natural and unalienable rights of men, of which no 


ont, civil or ececlesiastical ean deprive us.* 1 
© See. V. As order is necessary-to-the prosperity of eve- 
F ” ry associate body, and as Jesus Christ has left no entire, « 
Specifie form of Government & Discipline for his chureh ;}F ; 
+ it is the duty of every individual Churehito adopt such re-$ 
s gulations as appear to them most consistent with-the spi-J 1 
—rit and. ts of the New 'Testament; and best-calcula-# < 


? ted to mubserye the interests of the Chureh of Christ. 
GC _— VI. | And as men exercising the right of private 
= judgment, agree in the opinion, that christianity requires} 
=. a s0cial connexion among its professors, and as experk. t 
- ence proves that men will differ in some of their views ofF 1 
4 Qcetrine and- diseiplipe ; and as too much difference off a 
0 anion would he nrefudicial to the objects of the associa-y — 
: & dn ;_ therefore reason dictates that those of similar views is 
"Should associate together, that it is their duty to require} el 
"for admission to church-membership among them, or for 
» induetion into the $sacred office, and for continuance in 
= either, yeh terms as they deem most accordant, with the 
- precepts and $pirit of the Bible. th 
- I. Upon the broad basis of these principles, was 


- Sec. VI 
Tho auchhys Oo Lutheran Chureh founded immediately af- 
terithe Reformation. Adhering to the ame principles ap 
th | bw = web in America is governed hy three Judicatories: 4 

The Council of each individual Church, and the. distric : a 
'Synods consisting of all the clergy, and an equal number 
Yof laymen fi from a parcogynr district of country, and one 


im. FIT, 16,—5. John Y. 239. Acts XVII, 11; John XIV, 16, 17 
« F ry. D my 1VI, 1, 23, © Acts IV, 19, bl | 


BAL SyNoD FN representatives from all the. 
rout Synods'6f the Lutheran Church. 'The ratio of 
hepa and lay-representatives is determined in the QGon- 
ES » of the GENERAL Sy NOD ; and the * LKEs of this, 
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oF THE INVISIBLE CHUROM, © f 
n, Seetion I. The true or invisible Church of Christ is the 
0 JF collective body of all,” those of every religious denomi- | L 

'B nation in the world, who are in a state of grace.* 

IL. The true Chureh of Christ is-a spiritual* Society, 
c, | consisting of members whose qualifications” are Spiritual, © 
;} and. who are associated for spiritual purposes," : 
e-8 L1H. It is a catholic or universa]? $0ciety : its member 
i- | not being confined to any particular notion or relighnuny 
a-$ denomination. F 


PART II. 
OF THE EXTERNAL OR VISIBLE CHURCH, _ £ 
$8 © Sec. IL. 'The visible Chureh is the collective body of; | 
ec who profess the christian religion; consisting of all= 
those who have been admitted to membership by baptiam®. : 
and have not been deprived of it by ex-communication. © ” 
TE. Of this society our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
is the true and only head ;'4 having neither abandoned his - if 
church nor appointed any viear in bis stead, +. Y 
TIE. As the $pirit of ehristianity leads its possessors to © 
Social intercourse” with each other ; and. as. 8uch a con-7? 
n is essential to the accomplishment of the jects of © 
the ebristian church ;- and as such a relation can 8ubsist | 
only among persons of contiguous residenee ; therefore / 
<hristians living near together have from the time of the] 
apostles® formed themselves into societies for the” ter : 
8: attainment 'of the objects of the christian ins Stit ti _ 0 I 
cy” gh th. Society participates V the duties of the 
thure 


IV, 1, 7=—$. Matthew VII, 21. XII, 50, Ke 7 I 
Ephesians IV, 12, I Thess, 12. 


10, 1 Joby LY Mem— Be £ | 


John 


rapport to the hobo or ery who minister unto them, 
to provide for ypetuation of an able and faithful 
"I" and to endeavor to propagate the gospel to the 
* >, It bs the Tuty of the. church to watch over the puri- 
.ty and i Iness of her members.” 

YE Thegjumiadiction of the church is purely spiritual, 
it t ot ght to have no connexion. with the eivil government, U 
pe ought its decisions be enforeed by the arm of civil 


] 
z0wer, a 
"VII. The power of the chureh is pu d 
| whether exercised by an individual, churelFeouncil, or byJ a 

Feny otheF ecclesiastical judicatory, i. 6. the Bibles theirſ e 
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#y declarative, 


ode and their deeisions-are va Ts - 
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eg on APTER III. F to 
OF THE OFFICERS: oF THE CHURCH. ÞF-tc 
g 0f Pastors. di 
S: See. I. Our Lord ond Saviour himself instituted the 

© erical office in the New 'Testament church, and made it 
| ; of perpetual __— The persons filling this on 
In velpaght nated b different names, as bishop, 
© byter, or elder, &c.* indie jcative of the duties of the 

| An these are by divine right of equalrank 

7 "ties are prineipally these: fo expound e 
[.- 1: cup the public moravgy od CON to 


I Timoth 5s. 8, Ln——elf, Tit. 1,5. 2 Tank & 
Ly, Eos 4% Cor. V, 7, 13,—21, John XVI thi 
\ pill ah IDES Matthew Ya 1. 29,4 Tim II, 9. Tit. 1.5 
—, XX11, 25, 7, compared with 29, 
Acts VII, $8, 31, 1 Peter V, oo 
"4 Con. X1 23, 1 Cor, TV, Los, Acts YT, 4.66 


_ 


erswho were endowed with miracy 
, and whose instrumentality Christ used in first form-- - 
the eh Oh were. extraordinary and of temporary 4 


=: [Pa tors are amenable for their conduet to the Sy- « 
| ta. I belong ;_and that Synod is the tribunal - 


20 DA 9s the entire ju edietion over them: 


] | ph a regular W___E is obtain dt 


IV. The other officers 
Deacons, who are elected by h, © 
as their agents to pe orm some of the duties originally © 
6, | devolving on themselves. 'The principal duties of elders © 
byJ are to aid_the pastor or JaMgrn in administering the goy- * 4 


ir ernment and discipline of the church ; to endeavor to pre-% 
Se} SENVE PEUTE: larmony in the chureh ; to visit the con» - : 
gregationalzehools, and promote the religio US £ ITY : 


of the children of the church ; and to vigit he + 
afllicted; and aid in the performunee of sneh01 
is are incumbent on the church council, 

The duties of the Deacons” office CLIB 
to lead ar exemplary Htfe as commandean 
to minister unto the poor,” extending to” 
distributing faithfully amongst them the 1 ootions which 


may be made for their use ; to assist the pastor in res 
ministration or ny Eucharist, to RELOnA and render 6 | 


. © 3% 
a Oy Ws bb, + 


wer-recelves a Jingt and adequate Err according to the 
commands of our Lord; to #dminister the-temporat con=7 
eerns of the church; and'to nid j in the performance of ach Þ 
'other duties asare incumbent on the church count. Both # 
these officers are elected by the people, and it is their du- 7 
ff ty to fee] the'deepest Interest in the advancement of rg 
4 among the members of the church, and to exert their ut=# 
most influence to promote it. 

V. 'The elders and deacons are the representatives 06 
the whole church; and each church council shall dvterel 
mine the number of their officers and the term of their du-' 
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þ nes. ofiee; yet in _no eaze «ball they ey Jess | 
: | When persons have been elected to the offi 


ſee of &- 


"VL 
tir or deacon, they'shall be inducted into their office ate 


"edits to the form preseribed by the church.(a) Thos 
- congregations which have been in a the habit of having trus- 
E tees, may, if they deem it expedient, sti]l retain them, and 

* Zeontinue”to them such pri Heges as they may deem expe-F 


Wiz CHAPTER IV. 
ERR -- OF THB CHURCH COUNCIL, 
| " See. I.. The church council js the lowest judicatory of 
- the chureb, consisting of the pastor or pastors and all the 
elders and deacons of a particular chureh. tl 
* II. 'The pastor, together with half of the other exist- 
= ing members of the council, and in the necessary absenee 
be the pastor, two-thirds of the remaining members of the 
”eounci], shall constitute a quorum. 
Ws NIL. But no business connected with-the goyernment or 
>... Cisd e of the church, shall be transacted without the 
© Presence of the minister, unless his absence is unavoidable} 
= or voluntary, or the church be vacant. And when. pre- 
- ent, the pastor shall be ex-officio chair-man. 
” IV. The church council” shall have the superinten- 
© dance of all the temporal concerns of the church, and 
; Shall see that they are administered with wisdom, fait! 
1 [ons and justice, 'They shall also elect a deputy to T6 
resent them at the annual synodical meeting. 
Ws It shall be the duty of the council to admit to mem» 
= bership adults who shall make application and whom ongf * 
F Fe mature examination they shall judge to be possessed 0 
- Qt Nfications hereafter specified.** 'They shall be obe- 
IJ ent Subjects of divine grace—that is, they must either be 
+. genuine christians, or satisfy the ehureh. council that the 
Sincerely endeayoring to become such. Also to admt 
-to tithe communion of the church, all those who were ad 
by I ited to church membership, in their infancy, and whot 
i on like examination, they shall Judge possessed of tho E 
4 Ta 


Vide © Liturgy, &e. Fu 
Acts VI, 2, 6-31. Mark XVI, 16 16k 11, 5 Acts YI, 12 XVI, 14 &.18 
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ended a = ourse of ex oem ood delivered the pas- | 
tor « on n the most iinportant doetrines and principles of re- * 
igion ;-unless the pastor should be satisfied that the- ap- 
icant's attainments are adequate without this attendance. 
nd when. adults are admitted to membership, their bap- | 
tim shall if possible, be performed publicly before - on: : 
f church; and when members who were baptised eir 
infancy are admitted to full communion, they s n the 
$ame public manner confirm their baptismal VOWS AG4 ceord 
ing to the form of confirmation eustomary in'the chureh. © 
VI. It shall be the duty of the council to administer * 
tke discipline of the church, on all those whose conduct is 
inconsistent with their christian profession, or who enter- ; 
tain fundamental errors.* 'To this end they shall have © 
power to-cite any of their church members to/appear be-7 
fore them; and to endeavor to obtain other witnesses whaw 
the case may require it. It shall further be the duty of: 
the eounci,>when any member offends, first privately | lo F 
admonish him, or if necessary to call him to an ace a - 
and when they shall deem these measures ineffeetns > I 
suspend or excommunicate him ; that/is todebar him from 2 
$ the privileges peculiar to chureh membership, according | 
| to the-precepts of the New Testament laid down in-this* 
form. Itshall also be their duty to restore” those ahjogs # 
of suspension or ex-communication, to all the privileges es *4 
the church, who shall manifest sincere repentance. Eve-_Z 
| IF act of ex-communication or of restoration may be pub=7 Y 
of lished to the chureh, if dHeemed necessary by the majority Þ 
f of the council, " 
fl. VII. The church council may at any time be convene EY 
» by the minister'; and it shall be his dnty to call a nw} 
v4 When requesteT by two members of the council, or by one 
it we of the electors of the church, or when directed b 1h 
* - VIIL. It shall be the duty of the atinrch c— to 
| Watch over the religious education of the ehildren of the 


f church, and to see that they be occasionally collected, for | 


of 
16 


Fx 
£1 


32, 1 Cor. Y, 7, 13,m33, 2 Cor, IT, 7. Gal. VI, 1, 


; purpose of being taught the Catechism of the-churek, 
$truc -», in the duties and principles of the christian 
ziolt. zuneil-of every church shall have the 
e ch ous attached to that —_— 


F endeavor to obtain pious, well quali ed and faithfult teach- 

; ' ers, and to see that the children of the church, as far as 
= practicable, attend this school, and that they be there als. 
$ ught the Catechism of the ehureh, and in general the 
© duties of teligion. In all places where there is not yet a 

£ y *vol-bouso attached to the church, they shall encourage 
Aw people and endeavor to have one erected. Andno Per. 

* 80n- Shall teach in any of our congregational school-houses 

E without the permission of the church council, 

: IX. 'The church council shalkkeep a record of their pro- 
_netngy of all the baptisms and marriages, and of persons 
admitted to sacramental communion ;-an abstract of which 
> Shall be-annually sent to the synod for inspection. 

X.. In all cases of appeal from the decisions of the church 
© council, the council hail take no further measures groun- 
- ded on their decision until the sentence has been reviewed 
© by the synod. But if the decision appealed from be a sen+ 
+ tence of: suspension or excommunication, It Shall immedi- KY 
© ately take effect and continue in force untiLreversed by the for 
= 8ynod. And in every case of appeal, the ehurch council} | 
R . shall gend a detailed and correct account of their proceed , , 
© ing in the case of the charges and evidence on both sides. 7 


CHAPTER V. 
I OF CHURCH MEMBERS... 
3G L. \The members of any particular chnreh are all-thos 
members of the visible (sce chap. 2, part 2, sect. 1) 
- eh Fubo are as80ciated together under some form orgl © 
ef Ws government and diseipline, for divine worship and 
/ the better attainment of the objects of the ch ristian inst-N I 
8 2 . Every church member is amenable to the eounsil f the er 
' and muzt. appear before them when cited,and submit to the | Y 
- discipline'of the chureh regularly administered, - , Jr 
HI: It js the duty of LIErr chureh womber to lead 8 2 
38 
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>| And when young members reach the years of hero 

1 | and bave attained the natural ability to partake of the 7 
> | Lord's Supper in the manner ewes it is their qut 
« Þ to be worthy communieants at the Lord's table. me" 
$8 IV. Any member being dissatisfied with the decision of ©: 
Þ the chureh council relative to himself, may appeal to the 7 
«| s5nod. But in every sueh case, the applicant shall give 7 
$ | notice to the church eouncil of his intention, either imme- 7 
bh 8 diately or within two weeks of the time when the sentence 3 
was made known to him ; and-shall speeify to them the ® 
reasons of his dissatisfaction and the ground of his appeal. = 


CHAPTER VI. 

OF ELECTIONS. .. = 
. All congregational elections must be vubliched wy the 3 
| curch council to the congregation at least two weeks be- 7 
{fore the election. 7 
43 II. The council may publish a congregational meeting E 
for any lawful purpose when they shall deem it necessa+ 
Fry, and they shall be compelled s0 to do when required by 7 
Ae third of the lawful electors of the church. F 
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mme, hs wubmit t to its rorendnl and a ieetpligs oe 
| of fs 7 administered, and who contribute according to ep þ 
" ability and engagements to all its necessary fem og? | FL 
TV. At all elections for Elders or Deacons, no pores. Þ 
ay be elected to Sither of said offices who is-not a : 
0 er * in e_ communion with said church, 


1 4 Z V 0 J 4 
tor, two thirds of all the loner Shall 


of or a Pa Foe 
| | tne: X, 28.—36 1 Cor. Xl, $6, nes Eph. VI, 4 Fenn © 
4 2d Timotby 11, 14, 15 7" OS 


n members a certificate, signs * 
| certificate, with a $tatement f the tered wh 
S, promise him, Shall be a In il e x ll to the pastor 

_\ I At elections! or members of the ehurch council, 
-—existing council shall CS twice as" 


0.40 


WOT en ar 


LY at ones. » 


; = re to be elected, - 
many more, from . who the officers may chi #1 
VII. If, from any eause, a vacancy occurs in" he eouncil 
"in the interyal between the «tated elections, it shall be-lill. 
$oT without delay by a speeial election, andthe person thus 
*elected 'shallserve until the regular expiration of the timeſ - 
er in whose place elected. | 
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ry Suge a Christian® ind as 
nce and usefu it is therefore most earnestly 


and —jpe>S them among our 
meetings may beheld in the 


e houses ; and their 
iritual edi [athin of the pains 
, who is a Spirit, be worship 
and which 
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